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ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS
PAM FRYE
Pam has been a Diamondbacks fan since the beginning and has been in the stands cheering on
her favorites like Jay Bell, Mark Grace and those sweet faced "Baby Backs" from the beginning
to A.J. Pollock and Patrick Corbin of today. Now as she cheers for the D'Backs, she is fighting her
own battle with cancer with the same determination to win as her favorite players of today. In
August of 2015 Pam was diagnosed with breast cancer. She is in the middle of her treatment
with a double mastectomy and 3 rounds of chemo behind her and 9 rounds of chemo, radiation
and reconstruction ahead. She is proceeding with her treatment like the true champion she is.
Long before this impacted her life, she started Team GET YOUR PiNk ON for the Komen 3‐Day
walk and has raised over $20,000.00 personally and her team has raised $200,000.00 since
2007. As a former athlete herself, Pam has kept a fighting spirit and remained positive, funny,
strong and determined to beat this. She has truly been an example of strength and resilience
throughout this process and I would love to see her as an Honorary Bat Girl as she prepares to
finish this battle with a Grand Slam.
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ATLANTA BRAVES
CAROL THOMAS
Hello fans. I am a 50 year old female, mother of the 2 best children in the world. My story
began in 2013 when I was diagnosed with Triple negative Breast Cancer. I am up to bat for my
3rd time with chemotherapy. My first at bat was chemotherapy followed by double
mastectomy and reconstruction. Then the cancer came back. So my second up to bat I did 28
rounds of radiation followed with 12 more treatments of chemotherapy! Then the cancer came
back! So I am up to the plate for my 3rd at bat... I just finished my 16th chemo infusion along
with taking 5 chemo pills per day. My oncologist has given me a year to plan for my final grand
slam and party!! I continue to smile every day and will continue to battle until the very end. My
friends are helping me check off my bucket list and experience as many things that are practical
!! We have been Atlanta Braves fans forever and frequently attend games. I am leaving the
game tradition to my lovely daughter who played softball during her school years including in
college on scholarship!! I feel like this would be a perfect way to hand her the bat to carry on as
well as to give me one last Turner Field experience to talk about when I get to heaven to see my
Mom and Dad!!
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES
CRYSTAL SILINS
In January 2013, my healthy, 29‐year old wife heard the words "you have breast cancer." After
tears and various emotions, Crystal made a decision that the disease would NOT define her. She
took the cancer head on, and opted for the most aggressive treatments, with a bilateral
mastectomy, over a year of various chemo, and 6 weeks of radiation. In a truly POSITIVE
fashion, she threw a head shaving party to shave each other's heads. Crystal and I were still
newlyweds; we had dreams of having children, and living an adventurous life. Due to the
aggressiveness of her breast cancer, the doctors moved fast, so we didn't get the opportunity
to go into much detail with fertility, or all the affects her body was going to endure during (and
after) treatment. We were heartbroken to learn our chances of conceiving a child had lessened
significantly from the chemo effects and long‐term medication. Her chemotherapy treatments
contained some of the most potent drugs on the planet; one even nicknamed "red devil." After
chemo, radiation took its toll. She was severely burned and developed necrosis, requiring more
surgeries. 9 surgeries, and 3 years later, she is still trying to find her "new normal." Once chemo
was behind her, we came to our next hurdle, how are we going to start a family? The option to
'wait and see' was not an option. We researched adoption. In November 2014, we were given
the greatest gift of all, our daughter, Brianna. Her presence alone has transformed our home,
and made the long road to parenthood worth every step, "including cancer" as Crystal says.
Crystal took every punch and punched back twice as hard. From skydiving, to muddy obstacle
courses, to now Cross Fit, nothing will hold my wife back! Through her journey, she has inspired
and continues to inspire others with her continued positive outlook and "can't hold me down"
attitude. I would love nothing more than to give her the opportunity to be a bat girl for a day
for the Baltimore Orioles on Mother's Day!
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BOSTON RED SOX
KATY BELL
Katy is the strongest most selfless person I know. For the last 3 years she has fundraised. Not to
help herself but to help others donating all the money she raises to Gloria Gemma Foundation.
She was in the Gloria Gemma Calendar this year for February. This was Katy's post on Facebook
after finding out her cancer had returned. "So this post is very difficult for me to write. I know
that a lot of people know already and the only reason I am making such a public post about it,
is that during my breast cancer diagnosis 3 years ago, the support of everyone was what got me
through. Last Friday, after a month of tests, I found out that my breast cancer has metastasized
to my liver. I went to the ER with abdominal pain in the beginning of the year and ended up
finding out about a spot on my liver. I am now considered Stage IV breast cancer, which means I
will be fighting this the rest of my life. Yesterday I met with my oncologist to determine a plan.
My case is really not normal, they rarely find it only in one spot and one lesion. So they
normally don't treat it with this aggressive of a plan. They are trying to completely get rid of it
not just contain it. So while it gives me a lot of hope, there is no research to support it for
breast cancer. They are basing it on how they treat metastatic colon cancer. So most of you
know that you can't beat me down easily. When something takes me down, I only get up
stronger and more determined. I am determined to approach this with a positive attitude and
do everything I can do to keep this stupid disease from spreading more. Over the last few years,
I have been fortunate to find out that I have the biggest and best group of cheerleaders in the
world and I love you all deeply. I am ready to take this on head on and live life to the fullest
every day. I will continue to raise hope and spread the word about this stupid disease. XOXO
Katy Bell" I think Katy is the perfect candidate for the Red Sox Bat Girl. Please consider her.
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CHICAGO CUBS
MOLLY OLIVER
Nobody holds a candle to Molly's die‐hard passion for Chicago sports: the Cubs and Hawks
instill particular vigor. While we were roommates, Molly's younger sister Grace was diagnosed
with an aggressive brain tumor. Molly and her family were steadfast in their support for Grace
throughout her therapy. Grace succumbed to her cancer in the summer of 2015, but just prior
to her passing Molly received more bad news. Molly‐ 30 years old, an all‐star CC runner, never
smoked or did drugs, already going through the unthinkable experience of losing a younger
sister to cancer‐ was diagnosed with breast cancer. Molly kept her diagnosis private until 2
weeks after Grace's funeral. Her own struggle was less important to her than people fully
honoring Grace's memory. The news was devastating considering everything she and her family
had just been through. In the months since, Molly fights her cancer with poise, grace, and at
times a fiery angst. She provides regular updates on her life to her inner‐circle, emails rife with
sarcastic humor and sincere gratitude for support. Her email titles include "Cocktail Friday"
referring to her chemotherapy, and "Feelin' the Burn" in reference to her recent radiation; she
jokes about the presidential race, talks ironically about her car being stolen, and how she would
like to recruit Dennis Rodman to show her immune system how to "rebound" after all the
therapy. I simultaneously laugh and cry at each of her emails, in awe of how incredibly strong,
optimistic and inspirational she is in the face of horrific adversity. Molly signs every email with
her powerful mantra, Full of Grace. In the email revealing her diagnosis Molly wrote, "I know
what you're all thinking, what do I need? I don't really need much other than this to be over. I
will be happy to reach out to you all if I do need something, like maybe the universe to cut me
some slack for a hot second and let the Cubs win the World Series." A day as bat girl would be a
nice consolation.
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CHICAGO WHITE SOX
MARGARET KUPRES
I would like to nominate my wife Peggy for the 2016 White Sox honorary bat girl. Peggy was
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2001. It was a diagnosis that would change her life forever.
After her mastectomy and chemotherapy, she made a career change from operating room
nurse to dedicating her career to helping cancer patients. She became the manager of the
Advocate Christ Medical Center for Breast Care, then the Cancer Survivorship Program
Coordinator. Currently she is research nurse coordinator and survivorship coordinator at South
Suburban Hospital. Peggy has created several "Pink" events for cancer survivors and community
members over the years to help them navigate their cancer journey. Such events include Paint
the Town Pink, Surviving and Thriving, Breast Cancer Boot Camp, Pink Heals Tour with local fire
departments, Pink Friday Event, Garden of Hope, and the Silver Lining program at Christ
Hospital to secure free mammography and follow up care for underinsured/uninsured women.
Peggy has also worked tirelessly with numerous cancer organizations, including ASC and Relay
for Life, Gilda's Club, and LiveSTRONG. Peggy is a compassionate advocate for cancer patients
and their families. It's fairly common for Peggy to spend 2‐3 hours on the phone at home with a
newly diagnosed breast cancer patient who was given Peggy's number. What I overhear makes
me so proud, because I see that she makes such a difference in patient's lives every day. I think
being honorary bat girl would be a nice reward for this breast cancer survivor and White Sox fan
who became my girlfriend after we met in the picnic area at old Comiskey Park some 40 years
ago! You never know what life is going to throw at you, but Peggy took that breast cancer
diagnosis and turned it into a lifetime dedicated to helping others cope with a cancer diagnosis.
Thanks for reading. GO WHITE SOX!
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CINCINNATI REDS
CAITLIN ADKINS
When we received a call from a local Lowe's Home Improvement store regarding a donation,
we never imagined how deeply we'd be touched by the breast cancer survivor we were about
to meet. Caitlin was diagnosed with Stage 3 HER2 breast cancer in June of 2015, at the age of
23. Immediately we were blown away by her young age. But when we met this positive,
bouncy, ray of sunshine we knew there was no stopping her. Since her diagnosis, Caitlin has had
multiple hospital stays, 6 intense rounds of chemo, is on Herceptin until June of 2016, had 3
surgeries in one day totaling 5 hours, and is now completing her 30 rounds of radiation. And
she's done all of this with a positive attitude and a smile on her face. She's been a true warrior
with her family, friends and co‐workers by her side. She's a true inspiration to the City of
Cincinnati and has been featured on our local news a few times. Her message to other young
women: know your body and don't be afraid to step up and point something out to your doctor.
Caitlin is making a difference in the breast cancer community by attending speaking
engagements and events around her home town. She's shared her story in a very honest and
open way on her blog. She's kicked butt every day since she was diagnosed. When we
mentioned the MLB Honorary Bat Girl contest to Caitlin, she said she had just been thinking
about baseball season. We think Caitlin would make a stellar Honorary Bat Girl for the
Cincinnati Reds. She's gone to bat against breast cancer, and she's scored a home run, she's
now cancer FREE! Vote for Caitlin, she deserves it! Submitted by the Staff at Susan G. Komen
Greater Cincinnati
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CLEVELAND INDIANS
EVA JOHNSON
I would like to nominate my sister, my HERO Eva for the 2016 honorary bat girl for "The Tribe".
In August 2013, Eva was diagnosed with Stage 3 Triple Negative Breast Cancer. When she was
told she had cancer, she was just 30 years old. I remember seeing a tear fall down her cheek
and from that day on she never looked back or backed down to the battle she was about to
endure. She went through a Double Mastectomy, 4 rounds of what people call "The Red Death
Chemo ", multiple weeks of radiation, and a few reconstruction surgeries. Eva has inspired so
many people, and has encouraged complete strangers who are fighting these horrible disease.
This year will mark 3 years of being CANCER FREE. She is a Mother to a handsome 6 year old, a
daughter to a loving mother, a wonderful sister, a friend to so many wonderful people, and my
HERO. She has always loved the Indians and I know this would mean to the world to her! Please
vote for her, if any one deserves to be honored she is definitely one of them. GO TRIBE!!!!
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COLORADO ROCKIES
KATIE PARKER
Going to Bat Against Breast Cancer is exactly what I have been doing since my diagnosis in 2010
at age 36. I have no family history and had no palpable abnormalities. I was working in a
medical clinic and was able to have a free mammogram. Since I like free things, I decided to
take advantage. I thought I'd be ahead of the game since I would have baseline images to
compare to my images when I started yearly mammograms at age 40. By the way, this was
against the advice of my primary care doctor who wanted me to wait at least a year. Obviously,
breast cancer isn't what I wanted, but it was exactly what I needed. It gave me a passion to
educate others on the importance of early detection and being their own best advocate and
now that I am almost 6 years on the other side, the art of survivorship. It's been my honor to
host a fundraiser called Bras for a Cause with proceeds going towards research and
participating in research trials regarding breast cancer in young women. You too can Go to Bat
Against Breast Cancer by always having your annual screenings, knowing your family health
history and discussing/assessing your health risks with your physician.
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DETROIT TIGERS
PENNY RUSSELL
I am nominating a dear friend, truly family, of mine. Her name is Penny and she was recently
diagnosed with breast cancer in November 2015. It came as quite the shock to her and her
family. Things progressed quickly to discover she had stage 2, Nottingham grade 3 invasive
ductal carcinoma that is poorly differentiated. They began chemo soon after and she is
currently receiving round 5 of 6, she has been going approximately every 3 weeks for chemo.
However, after her first round she became extremely ill and was in and out of the hospital
numerous times. Come to find out her gallbladder was failing and she ended up going in for
surgery. Round 2 and 3 had slight improvements but she was still in and out of the hospital
repeatedly to help with the aftermath of the chemo; basically she would feel terrible for 2
weeks then have a week of feeling better to turn around and start all over again. In January, just
a month or so after her diagnosis, she began losing her hair which meant time for cute hats to
keep her chilly head warm! Penny has been unable to work since the diagnosis and her
husband Mike is working as best he can, not to mention keeping up with their three busy kids!
She remains in good spirits through everything and is always trying to find a silver lining even
through the rain! She will be undergoing a partial mastectomy after completion of the chemo
which will then be followed by radiation and more chemo. It has been a rough road so far for
this wonderful woman but I know there is light at the end of the tunnel. I want to help her have
some fun along the way and this would just a special memory amongst the tough ones!
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HOUSTON ASTROS
BELINDA SHELDON
My wife found out she had breast cancer after WE found a lump between her regular exams
and checkups. She had successful double mastectomy surgery, but while coming out of
sedation she crashed and the Dr's had to perform CPR and move her next door to a hospital
since the surgery center wasn't able to handle the situation. She was down for 20 mins with
them giving her CPR to keep her alive, and the Dr's gave me no hope. Myself and my four
children were absolutely devastated, but we prayed and prayed for 100 percent recovery. After
24 hours of hypothermia protocol, where they bring her body temperature down ten degrees
or more, and four days of her being in a medically‐induced coma, she awoke. They found that
the reason she coded during her double‐mastectomy was due to heart disease. She then had to
have immediate double‐bypass on her widow‐maker artery. During her recovery and her
treatment, SHE EVEN CONTINUED TO WORK AT HER JOB AS A REGISTERED NURSE! She is now a
year and a half from that day, has gone through the double‐mastectomy, open‐heart surgery
where they had to break her ribs open, six months of chemo, and a month straight of radiation,
and has ZERO issues, and is CANCER FREE!!! Please, please, PLEASE bless my wife with this! She
is an angel, my hero, and a champion, with an unbelievable story of hope for others!
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KANSAS CITY ROYALS
NANCY MONASMITH
Nancy was diagnosed Stage 2 breast cancer Aug 2011. After a double mastectomy, chemo,
radiation, countless complications & constructions, they told her she was in remission for 2
years. She found a area Feb 2015, was told it was scar tissue. it grew & began to cause pain
numbness & the inability to raise her arm. they scanned, biopsied & diagnosed her with Stage 4
Breast cancer. its the same tumor as before. She had been neglected, upon finding the cancer
had grown and her pleas about slipping through the cracks again, they put her with the a new
Dr, he reviewed & met with her immediately, reassured her that it looked to be local, After tests
& scans he gave her the worst news it had metastasized to the bones in 5 areas, In June & gave
her about 5 years to live. they put a rod in her leg to stabilize a fracture that had started, She
began treatments at CTA in Tulsa, Her 1st round of chemo & radiation ended in Oct with no
success, it slowed 1 area but had spread across chest & more of spine. in Jan she was given less
than a year to live. it has spread & taken her entire spine its in her shoulders, arm, leg, hip,
entire chest wall, complete breast, her jaw bone that leads to brain. She cant return to work,
she's on half pay, in June she will lose all benefits & pay Now about her, She is an amazing
mother, her sons a Marine stationed in Japan until Aug then in Hawaii, her step daughters
stationed in Japan w/ her husband, her step sons leaving in May for the Air Force, her
daughters in college, leaving at home her twin 6 year old boys & her husband. they're all loyal
Royal. They enjoy going to games& the twins play ball. Since she is terminal there just trying to
make memories, she is & always been the person to give the shirt off her back for others,
adopting families for holidays, donating to CSL, active member in her church. she goes above &
beyond for all.
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LOS ANGELES ANGELS of ANAHEIM
PATTY RABURN
To say Patty Raburn is a super hero is almost too apt a description. Patty has devoted her life to
overcoming adversity and being a shining example of strength to everyone she meets. A
lifelong OC resident, Angels fan, and cancer survivor, I believe she is the best choice for
Honorary Bat Girl. As with many super heroes, her origin story is fraught with difficulty. Like
Captain America, she was a scrawny kid with a heart condition and debilitating asthma,
spending many nights at CHOC (Children's Hospital of Orange County). While at the hospital,
she occupied her time by reading anything and everything, instilling in her a lifelong passion for
learning. This passion would eventually lead her to earn a degree from Chapman University,
then a teaching position at Cambridge Elementary in Orange. While at Cambridge, she passed
along her love of learning to her students. They loved her, she them and for a time, there was
peace in this quiet Los Angeles suburb. But there were villains lurking in the shadows, and at
the young age of 30, she suffered a massive stroke. This stroke paralyzed most of her body,
took away her speech, and most tragically, forced her to retire from the teaching she loved so
much. But she refused to be beaten. Years of physical and speech therapy followed, and like
Jean Grey, she was a Phoenix Reborn! Eventually, life turned back to normal for this non‐caped
crusader. Wife, mother and frequent volunteer at CHOC, every day she set an example for what
it means to be a super hero. But our story doesn't end there, dear reader. Late last year Patty
was diagnosed with breast cancer. No stranger to adversity, she suited up for one more fight!
She is currently finishing up an aggressive round of chemotherapy, still finding time to volunteer
and cheer on her LAA Angels. People may stumble. People may fall. But heroes get back up,
and fight on. And as long as there is breath in her lungs, a spark in her eye, she will never stop
fighting. Thank you for supporting the cure and awareness of breast cancer.
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LOS ANGELES DODGERS
MELISSA STOCKHOFF
In September 2015, a surgical biopsy revealed that my wife (Melissa), just 33 years‐old, had
breast cancer. Our initial reaction was similar to what others might experience in that situation:
shock, sadness, fear and a lot of uncertainty. My head spun as I contemplated what this might
mean for our three young children (7, 4, and 1) and mostly for her. A wonderful team of
physicians made a diagnosis of Stage 3c breast cancer, which had developed in her breast and
spread aggressively to the lymph nodes under her arm. Because of the aggressiveness of the
cancer, the oncologist recommended a comprehensive treatment plan that involved several
months of chemotherapy, further surgery, radiation, 5‐10 years of hormone therapy, and
ultimately a double mastectomy. Now March 2016, I am happy to report that Melissa finished
her final infusion of chemotherapy last week (see attached picture)! There's no question that
the cancer treatment has already taken a heavy physical and emotional toll on Melissa. My
heart breaks when I see her heart breaking because she feels, at times, that she cannot take
care of our children in the way that she would like. Yet all of us (family and friends) continue to
be amazed at how she has fought through this trial with such courage, patience and optimism. I
am lucky to have her as my wife, and our kids are lucky to have her as their mother. Our 9‐year
Anniversary is this June, and the Dodgers and Dodger Stadium hold a special place in our
hearts. We attended a Dodgers game on our honeymoon, and the whole family bleeds Dodger
Blue. Since getting married, my wife has patiently and happily endured while I served five years
in the US Army, deployed to Afghanistan, moved all around the country, went to grad school on
the East Coast, and took jobs in new and unfamiliar places. And through all this, our hearts still
belong out West. It would mean so much to me to surprise her with this special honor!
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MIAMI MARLINS
MAYRA ORDIALES
Over 25 years ago, I had the privilege of marrying my high school sweetheart, Mayra Ordiales. I
always knew she was a strong yet kind woman, but I learned just how tenacious she could be
when she was thrown a life changing curve ball. In October of 2014, Mayra was diagnosed with
stage 3 breast cancer. As our family received the news, we were devastated, yet our concern
into inner strength of support due to her hopeful outlook. Mayra went through multiple
sessions of chemo therapy, radiation, and then underwent an emotionally and physically
painful lumpectomy. Throughout each phase of her treatment, Mayra insisted on continuing to
work at her life's passion as a 2nd grade teacher. While she continued to find strength within
herself, we were amazed at how she always managed to have a smile on her face. Mayra never
faltered or once complained about her situation; instead, she had a positive attitude that
inspired everyone around her. She is a devoted wife and mother, hardworking, energetic, and
humble. She is someone who never gives up hope, especially for her family. Mayra not once
lost her optimism or her determination to continue her fight, to stare down cancer and all its
effects. Mayra is an immense Miami Marlins Fan. Baseball is in her blood, as our son played
from little league through high school. Mayra loves tuning in to watch our nephew's college
baseball games through the internet. She is a DEVOTED fan of all sports, yet has a deep rooted
love for our Miami Marlins. Through good times and bad, she has never failed in supporting the
team and always enjoys watching the games. We would be honored if you would consider her
as an Honorary Bat Girl for the Miami Marlins. She truly depicts a true fighter...a Breast Cancer
Survivor indeed. Because of her strength, we now have adopted a new family motto: "You
never know how strong you are until being strong is the only choice you have."

2016 HONORARY BAT GIRL CONTEST

MILWAUKEE BREWERS
MELISA PALACIOS
It is with our great pleasure to nominate Melisa Palacios for consideration for 2016 Milwaukee
Brewers Honorary Bat Girl. We would like to recognize her outstanding efforts in raising
awareness of breast cancer and giving comfort, knowledge and joy to those affected with this
disease. Breast cancer first hit home for Melisa's family when one of her husband's relatives
was diagnosed. Little did they know how personal breast cancer would be in their life. Since the
1st diagnosis in the family Melisa and her husband have been creating breast cancer awareness
clothing to sell. They donate the profits to the All Saints Cancer Center in Racine. It has been a
very successful venture giving thousands of dollars to a worthy cause. In 2013 Melisa's mother
was diagnosed with breast cancer. In 2014 Melisa was diagnosed with breast cancer. Through
surgery and chemo treatment Melisa stayed strong and came back stronger. She continued to
be there for her family and help support others. She was the first responder to help others
through this long, hard journey with advice, dinners or a shoulder to cry on. Melisa is a fighter
for herself, our co‐workers and anyone else afflicted with breast cancer. Melisa uses her
experience and knowledge to help others. She has recently started a support group, Pink Ladies
Palace, where breast cancer fighters and survivors communicate and share their stories and
experiences. She has joined the dragon boat team, Pink Paddling Power. Melisa didn't just
survive her battle she became a warrior for the fight. We believe her selfless acts of kindness
and work should be recognized. It is staggering how the efforts of one person can truly make
the difference for so many people. Melisa is committed to a lifetime to fight the battle of breast
cancer. Melisa does all of this with a smile on her face and an appreciation for life. Melisa is one
of those people that just don't go through life blindly they make a difference in many lives
along the way.
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MINNESOTA TWINS
CHILOE KOTTKE
Last May at the age of 40 I was diagnosed with Stage 2 Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. It had also
invaded my lymph nodes. I had a double mastectomy, followed by 16 rounds of chemo and
then 25 radiation treatments. My white blood count was low and I was unable to work for 8
months. I am a wife, a mother to 4 daughters and a nurse I have a passion for people so I
decided to use this challenge as way to help others. With the help of my amazing family and
friends I was able to raise over $6000 for the American Cancer Society and then spoke at a
fundraiser for the New Ulm Medical Center to help raise $79,000 for 3D mammography. I
would like to inspire other women and men with breast cancer and help them to know we can
still achieve great things during these set backs .
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NEW YORK METS
ALLISON CARNEY
I'm one tough chick. Two breast cancer diagnoses in 6 years. 4 surgeries, 8 rounds of chemo,
and now radiation. I'm battling again. I lost my boobs (but got fake firm ones that won't sag!), I
gave up my ovaries (but not my womanhood), and I have scars, I mean 'lifelines' all over my
body. It's weird sometimes to look into the mirror but then I take a deep breath and I'm grateful
for every one of those scars. They gave me another opportunity to fight. My battle shields are
organic veggies, my Nutri‐bullet, and the love and laughter I get from my husband. Together,
with family and friends, I've helped raise over $32,000 for the Avon39 Walk to End Breast
Cancer. So I am one tough chick, but not even for fighting breast cancer twice, but for being a
lifelong Mets fan! I think loving the Mets for the past 40 years has given me the strength,
determination and character to get through anything. You gotta believe!

2016 HONORARY BAT GIRL CONTEST

NEW YORK YANKEES
RENÉE HEINE
April of 2012, was when my life would be forever changed. Hearing the words, "You have
cancer" at the age of 37 was the biggest shock of my life. Surgery, radiation treatment and 5
years of dreadful medications followed. The medication has probably been the worst part of it
all I've had many side effects for years to come. My love for baseball and the New York Yankees
allowed me a wonderful distraction from the stress and anxiety I was undergoing during
treatment. Derek Jeter, Mark Teixeira, and all the other boys gave me the chance to relax and
enjoy time not thinking about cancer. I joined a support group for woman under 40 that had
breast cancer. There were plenty of other women who were also fighting. Almost four years
later I try to attend these meetings to be there for other women. I participate in walks for the
ACS and Susan G. Komen in an effort to raise money and awareness for breast cancer research.
The students and staff were I work celebrate Pink Day to raise awareness. I advocate through
social media advising woman between the ages of 35 ‐ 40 to demand a baseline mammogram
from their doctor. My baseline saved my life, who knows what my cancer would have been if
my doctor had waited until I was 40. In the last two years I have worked with an amazing team
to help organize two benefits to help women in their personal fight with cancer. Funds raised at
these events went directly to the individual to support health care costs as well as daily living
expenses. At each event I gracefully gave speeches in an effort to convince other women that
cancer can come at any age and to encourage woman and men to check themselves and get
regular mammograms. I go to bat for breast cancer each and every day, for myself and others!
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OAKLAND ATHLETICS
LORI BACA
On June 4, 2015, I noticed a light bruise on my wife's right breast. Upon, a self exam, my wife
said she felt slight pain so she made an appointment with her doctor. Over the next two, very
long, weeks, she had two or three appointments. On our 18th wedding anniversary, June 11,
2015, my wife was told she had breast cancer. As with all women and families, this was
devastating news to us and our two boys. It turned out to be triple positive cancer. On July 14,
2015 she had surgery to remove the cancer. On August 24, 2015, she started aggressive chemo
for the next 4 months. She then completed 30 rounds of radiation. Although feeling awful, she
always found the strength to take our youngest son go see the A's play. She tried to keep his life
as normal as possible. They have been season ticket holders for 5 years now. Lori has shown
courage to family and friends throughout this awful ordeal and has even volunteered to be an
outreach counselor for women "Reach to Recovery" volunteer. Lori loves the A's and has been a
dedicated and supportive fan for several years. She has been to several events, including root
beer float days, fan fests, player appearances, cancer awareness day, etc. since she learned of
this Honorary Bat Girl program, she has not stopped talking about it. I hope you will consider
her for this. It would be a great ending to an awful year. Thank you, Jim Baca.
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PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES
LINDA DUAIME
My mom, Linda, was diagnosed with Stage 3 Breast Cancer in August of 2014. We were all
shocked and scared by the diagnosis but from the beginning my mom was positive and knew
she was going to beat this nasty disease. Her treatment started in September 2014 and
included 2 types of chemo as well as radiation, ending in late Spring 2015. She's been positive
throughout this battle. She had support from family and friends, near and far. Everyday during
treatment she received cards and little gifts in the mail. She has reached out to other breast
cancer survivors and fighters to show and receive support. My mom's diagnosis influenced
others to be checked also. My mom had 2 bouts with blood clots that pushed back her final
surgery. These really tested her but she pulled through and just this February 2016 she had her
final reconstruction surgery. A breast cancer fundraiser in her honor raised enough money so
she could donate back to her surgeon's support foundation for other breast cancer patients. My
mom has been so strong through this entire fight. She now focuses on the positives in life and
her motto is Life is too short to be unhappy. She embraces the little things in life ‐ including her
new shorter, "easier to take care of" haircut. My mom has always been a baseball fan and
enjoys a beautiful day at a ball game whenever she gets the chance. I know she'd truly cherish
the opportunity to represent all the Fighters out there.
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PITTSBURGH PIRATES
KIRSTEN ZINSSER
Kirsten Zinsser is a 25 year‐old Pittsburgh native, beloved 1st grade teacher, and Super
Pittsburgh Sports Fan! After graduating from Penn State, she began teaching at Patrick Henry
Elementary in Arlington, VA. Kirsten's zeal for life and commitment to children is ever‐present ‐
she babysits and tutors, and completed her Masters' Degree in Special Education from George
Mason University ‐ all while working full‐time. Kirsten's energy and dedication to children has
never been more evident than this year, when she received a call, in the middle of a teaching
day, that no woman wants to get: "Your biopsy results came back positive for cancer." She
learned that she had invasive ductal carcinoma Breast Cancer (IDC) ‐ and was heartbroken for
herself, and for what it meant for her students. Kirsten met with a team of doctors including a
general surgeon, plastic surgeon, oncologist and genetic counselor. She underwent a double
mastectomy in early December, fertility treatments to ensure that one day she will be able to
have children of her own, and the most aggressive chemotherapy, given her young age. She has
continued to teach through chemo, even using her experience to teach her students the value
of kindness ‐ and delivering handmade Valentines from her students to other patients at her
Valentine's Day chemo treatment. Kirsten is the perfect role model to serve as an Honorary Bat
Girl for the Pittsburgh Pirates! She supports her Pittsburgh teams whenever possible, and
displays her hometown spirit and allegiance in her classroom decor. Kirsten has always been a
role model for her students, but through her fight with cancer she has become a role model for
their families and her colleagues on how to rise above adversity and seize the opportunity to
grow stronger as a result. She looks forward to the day when her family and friends stop staying
"Let's Go Kirsten" and focus all their energy cheering "Let's Go Bucs!"
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ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
CHRISTINA SEGO
I'm Jordan Sego and I am nominating on behalf of my mother, Christina Sego. Right after I
finished my freshman year of high school, my mother found out she had stage three breast
cancer. It wasn't even a week later and she was in the hospital getting the operation done. It
was one of the worst things to hear at my age, that my mom had cancer. It has been just her
and I on our own since I was five, and without her I would have no one. But I knew she would
beat this disease. Her hard work and determination is unmatched by anyone else I have ever
met. She has worked hard at everything that comes her way, and I have seen this ever since I
was a young child. She works as a teacher, raising me by herself, and I can never remember a
time that we went without. She has done everything she can to make my life the best it could
be. With this in mind, she completed all six of her chemotherapy treatments and thirty‐three
radiation treatments within a five month period. Even though she has been in remission for two
years, she still continues the fight to this day, taking medication daily. I see her in pain everyday,
but she still pushes through it without anyone knowing. I can't think of anyone more deserving
to be a St. Louis Cardinals bat girl than my mother. She has fought so hard for so long, it would
mean the world to this woman if she knew she isn't alone in this fight.
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SAN DIEGO PADRES
CHRISTINE TRIMBLE
Christine Trimble is no stranger to high pressure & stress. As the VP of Public Affairs for
Qualcomm, she handles national & global public policy challenges for one of the leading mobile
technology companies. But this Berkeley graduate, mother, wife & business leader said nothing
prepared her for the September day in 2014 when she was told she had Stage III Breast Cancer.
"I will always look back on that day as the worst of my life. I knew my life had taken an
unexpected turn & would never be the same," said Christine. "As informed as I thought I was‐‐
when I was diagnosed I was thrust into an unknown world of breast cancer at a meteoric
speed. I didn't know what questions to ask & I didn't have the context for the information I was
given." Christine has always had access to the best healthcare, has always taken her screenings
seriously, yet she still felt overwhelmed & distressed navigating the healthcare system & her
medical treatment options. "If I found the learning curve steep & the process challenging I
couldn't believe what a challenge it could be for individuals who don't have access to adequate
healthcare, the financial ability or the education to understand what doctors are telling them."
Christine's daunting experience inspired her to make a change for others enduring what she
did. She became Komen San Diego's largest fundraiser, personally bringing in over $36k to help
provide breast cancer patients free mammograms, screenings, financial aid, meal deliveries,
patient navigation, research & more. "Once I came to terms with my diagnosis, I realized there
really weren't options. I could cry or fight it. I could get angry or fight it. I could escape or fight
it. No matter what, fighting it always won out. & somehow I began relying on strength I didn't
know I had to do just that." Christine deserves to be 2016 Honorary Bat Girl because she not
only found the strength to beat cancer for herself but helped thousands of women who can't
fight for themselves.
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SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS
MONIQUE GLOWNIAK
About 20 years ago my mother told my brothers & I that she had breast cancer. She didn't have
to go through chemo or radiation. When the surgery was over & she was healed we hardly
talked about the C word again. In 2006 my brother was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer. It
had spread to his liver. I thought everything would be fine, just like mom. He went through
Chemo for months. That didn't work. Then they did some new trials. Shortly after that, my dad
informed us that his wife had stage 4 kidney cancer & he himself had lung cancer. After all this
started happening to my family, I got my checkups. I was fine. But a few months later I found a
small lump. My doctors were not concerned about it. Finally they got me the referrals I needed
to get a biopsy & ultrasound. My results showed I had stage 2 Invasive Ductal carcinoma. Did I
need Chemo? Radiation? What kind of surgery? I finally talked to a surgeon & an Oncologist.
They helped me understand what my choices were. All I could think about were my kids. I
wanted to know that I was going to grow old with my family. I didn't want to die. We didn't
share the "scary" stuff with them, but kids can figure things out. My mom lived 4 hours away so
I had to call her. She kept saying everyone would be ok. She did fundraisers & went pretty much
door to door to raise money. I got a lumpectomy and had 20 lymph nodes taken out to test. I
went with the most aggressive treatment. My husband was my caregiver from heaven. He
shaved my (and his) head. He was my cook, even though I couldn't really eat. I was hardly out
of my bed. When I was feeling better, it was treatment time. During my treatment, my dad's
wife passed away. Then, my brother lost his battle. Shortly after that, my dad lost his battle.
Was I next? "Why am I a Survivor?" I know I'm here for a purpose. I've met people I wouldn't
have met. I've been able to help people. I've been a team captain for the Relay for Life & am
now on the committee. I am a survivor!
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SEATTLE MARINERS
ELIZABETH HAFFNER
Nominating my mom ‐ Betsy Haffner ‐ to be an honorary bat girl at a Mariners game seems like
such a small way to honor her for her courage and bravery. And yet it would be an opportunity
for my entire family to express our love and appreciation for her and all that she means to us in
a way that all of us can relate to. You see, we grew up on Mariners baseball, my 4 sisters and I.
We watched games, went to the Kingdome and later Safeco, listened to Dave, watched Griffey
come up in 1989 and retire in 2010, reveled in the '95 run, etc, etc. When we got older and had
our own families we continued to connect through Mariners baseball. Mom and Dad, the 5
kids, and the 13 grandchildren are multi‐generational Mariners fans. But cancer has been multi‐
generational in our family as well, and has tried its very best to disrupt our "seasons." My mom
has shown us all what it means to stand up to breast cancer. She fought it off over 20 years ago
and is a cancer survivor faced with the all‐too‐oft repeated test of facing it once again. She
currently is fighting metastatic breast cancer, a cancer that cannot be overcome, only
contained. She beat breast cancer once. This time it will eventually take her life, even though it
is a manageable cancer. On the scorecard, on paper, it is evident that she will eventually lose to
cancer. But not my mom. She has shown unimaginable contentment with her allotted
challenges and trials. She faces them with dignity and fearlessness and lifts up our entire family
in the process. Her spirit and attitude are unaltered. We love her so much, and would love the
chance to have more Mariners experiences together as a family. Having Mom as an honorary
bat girl would be one that would put the star of our family in the forefront, where she belongs.
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TAMPA BAY RAYS
PAMELA INGRAM
I was drafted into this fight in 2014 when I was diagnosed with breast cancer that spread to the
bone. Thanks to aggressive treatment & amazing doctors, I am a Stage 4 breast cancer survivor.
Bone cancer has no cure, which is why I am going to bat against cancer. I've worked to raise
money for ACS and to help raise awareness. I've been a part of Relay for Life for 15 years as a
participant, a team captain, & now a survivor. I celebrate with fellow survivors, support those
who are currently battling cancer & remember those who have lost that battle. I encourage my
students & fellow teachers to join the fight at school events such as our annual "Pink Out"
football game. I share my story in hopes of encouraging others to be vigilant. I was diagnosed
before I turned 40, the recommended age for women to start getting mammograms. If my
story helps even one person with early detection (a huge factor in success in fighting cancer),
then I know my journey is not in vain. I'm going to bat against cancer to show that I am a
survivor & that a positive mental attitude is key to winning the fight.
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TEXAS RANGERS
RONDA ASHENFELTER
Growing up I was taught that is you are knocked down then get back up and keep moving
forward. And I would like to believe I have lead my life in just that matter. I have worked in the
retail world for over 30 years making sure I provided customers, coworkers and employees with
guidance and support in the most positive manner because no two days are the ever the same
with everyday offering a new adventure and challenge. I took it all in stride with a smile on my
face even meeting and marrying the love of my life along the way. We built our lives and
accomplished most of my dreams of ranch style county life. Horses have always been our
passion. Riding, breeding and caring for the horses. As the years past we added more live stock.
Yes my life was the prefect normal story book life until September 2011 when I was told I had
cancer. Stage four breast cancer with no cure. Those six words sucked the passion out of my
heart and I sank into a life style of dread an hopeless. My soul mate Channing bought season
tickets and I attended all last years home games. I am sure his passion for baseball was his
bright idea to get my mind on to something other then cancer and all my cancer treatments I
began attending games and was reminded of the life lessons of when you are knocked down
that you get up and keep moving forward. Watching the team members win, lose and win again
opened my eyes. Life is full of curve balls and mine is stage four breast cancer. With each game
my passion for watching baseball grew as did m strength to fight and kick my cancer's butt. I
have become the biggest baseball fan out there gaining courage and strength as I watched it
unfold on the diamond.
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TORONTO BLUE JAYS
MICHELLE RICCIO
I would like to nominate my amazing best friend Michelle Riccio. She exemplifies all that is
incredible about the game of baseball, handling all of the ups and downs of a Stage IV
Metastatic Breast Cancer (MBC) diagnosis with strength, courage and determination ‐ despite
the many curveballs that have been thrown her way. February 27, 2014 was a day that
changed our lives forever. Being diagnosed with breast cancer (and to find out it had spread
to her spine only a few weeks later) as a new mom at only 33 years old was shocking to say
the least. But Michelle jumped right into the world of chemo, blood transfusions, hair loss
and constant anxiety. MBC is considered 'incurable' and has since spread again to her liver,
but Michelle has been an absolute warrior throughout her constant and endless treatments,
trying her best to stay positive when one treatment stops working and she moves onto the
next. Throughout everything she is facing, Michelle continues to be an amazing and loving
mother to her 4‐year old son Taylor, and awesome wife to her husband Mike. Michelle blogs
and is active on social media to keep family and friends up to date with her experiences, and
is a strong advocate for others with MBC. She's also volunteered with Stand Up To Cancer
and Rethink Breast Cancer to help support other women with MBC. Throughout it all,
Michelle has maintained her compassionate, giving, and caring nature and is always there for
her friends and family. Michelle is THE BIGGEST baseball and Blue Jays fan. She went to all of
Taylor's t‐ball games last summer, fondly recalls moments from the 1992/1993 World Series
games, and last October, she made it out to almost every Jays playoff game and was always
one of the loudest in the park! Giving her the opportunity to be an Honorary Bat Girl would
truly be a memorable experience for her, as she continues to 'flip bats' in the face of cancer
and takes a stand against letting cancer control who she is or how she lives her life.
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WASHINGTON NATIONALS
CORINNE IRWIN
In February 2012, I was diagnosed with Breast Cancer. I endured 5 surgeries, 18 weeks of
chemotherapy, and 6 weeks of radiation. When I was too weak to from treatment to do much, I
could watch the Nats on TV make their run for the playoffs. My husband and I have been Nats
fans since they came to Washington, but 2012 was the year that we really got to know the
players. I am now 4 years Cancer free! Here's how I go to bat for Breast Cancer Awareness:
Every day, I eat healthy, limit alcohol, exercise, and manage stress to reduce my risk of
recurrence, and to manage the long‐term side effects of my treatment. I freely share the
lifestyle changes I've made and why I do them, so that other women can make healthier
choices and perhaps avoid breast cancer entirely. During my treatment, I set up a blog to let
family and friends know how I my treatment was going, and how I was doing physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. (http://irwinsothebay.net/corinne‐beats‐breast‐cancer/) I've shared
the blog with newly‐diagnosed breast cancer patients in the years since. The blog seems to
help new breast cancer patients get an idea of what is in store for them, and hope that they will
join the long list of breast cancer survivors. Besides sharing the blog, I provide one‐on‐one
support for women battling breast cancer, including those with end‐stage disease. Being part of
the Sisterhood means accepting that while most of us survive, there are still too many women
who do not outlive this disease. I regularly make chemo caps for Knots of Love, a charity that
distributes those caps to cancer treatment centers and VA hospitals throughout the country. I
am working for Lymphedema awareness and the passage of the Lymphedema Treatment Act.
Lymphedema affects many breast cancer survivors. With preventive measures like exercise and
use of compression garments, Breast Cancer survivors can manage lymphedema symptoms and
lead a full, active life.

